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the fewest will actually have to meet it. We are slaves because we
are afraid. If we could get rid of the fear of jail, of being beaten,
of dying, of losing our property, then we would never want to
kill, would never kill, a single human being. Thus readiness to
die goes hand in hand with giving up the desire to kill. When we
are ready to die, no one will be particularly eager to kill us. This
is why the universe has been described as a wave in one's mind.
If we wish to inspire fear in others, only then shall we ourselves have
cause for fear; we may be killed only if we wish to kill others.
Serpents bite us only because they fear us.
It is easy to say that one should shed the fear of death, but
I know that it is not easy to shed it. I do not, therefore, expect
that all Gujarati men and women will give up this fear in a
moment. But I do earnestly hope that there are in Gujarat pas-
sionate lovers of swaraj who have discarded all fear of death and
stand eager to embrace death for the sake of their country and
their dharma. May their number increase, I pray, and may the
time of our testing come soon.
READY TO SACRIFICE LIFE, BUT NOT PROPERTY
"We will go to jail, let ourselves be beaten, meet death, but
will not sacrifice our property. Where has Congress made any
mention of property?" So say some brave warriors who are ready
to die but not to let go their land or allow their cattle or goods to
be sold. The reference to the Congress is meaningless. It made
no separate mention of property assuming that one who is ready
to die will be ready to lose his all. But our attachment to pro-
perty, movable and immovable, is such that even when giving
up our life we are not willing to part with it! This is, therefore,
a matter to which we must give some thought.
For terrorizing us, the Government will use every means which
can bring us to our knees. If it discovers that we regard a fine as
more of a hardship than imprisonment, it will impose fines. Already
in some places imprisonment and fines are imposed simultaneously.
We must completely give up our fear of losing property.
Under a tyrannical government, the rich also have to be partners
in tyranny. Under such a government, therefore, poverty be-
comes the path of virtue. We should thus realize that, if we
want to non-co-operate, we must give up all attachment to wealth.
Only when we are ready to starve to death rather than submit to
tyranny will our non-co-operation be complete.
It should also be noted that when large numbers have shed
the fear of punishment by fine, it becomes difficult for the Go-